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Homemade cookies, hard candy, Iowa Hawkeye
sweaters and Spam all have one thing in common at
Balad — they have come through the 332nd
Expeditionary Communications Squadron mail
address only office.

Senior Airman Christopher Sellers, 332nd ECS
postmaster, and Airmen 1st Class Dana Goodman,
332nd ECS mail clerk, are responsible for the MAO
and ensuring that all Airmen at Balad get their mail.

"We handle the packages and mail that come in and
we take care of the free mail going out," Airman
Sellers said.

An aircraft comes in everyday between 1 and 
5 p.m. loaded with mail for all of the Air Force and
Army post offices here and on LSA Anaconda. Then
the mail is separated by the different APOs at the mail
control authority.  

After they get all of the Air Force's mail sorted

Delivering mail
Two Airmen, a few volunteers
spend hours sorting mail so 
holiday messages can reach
loved ones serving at Balad
By Senior Airmen Bryan Franks
332nd AEW Public Affairs

Airman 1st Class Dana Goodman (right) and Senior Airman
Christopher Sellers, both from the 332nd Expeditionary
Communications Squadron, and Tech. Sgt. Nancy Gran, 332nd
Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron, unload a mail truck.  

Photo by Senior Airman Bryan Franks
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The Red Tail Flyer is published by the 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing Public Affairs Office.
This funded Air Force newsletter is an authorized publication for

members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of the
Red Tail Flyer are not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the  Department of Defense
or the Department of the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
public affairs office of the 332nd AEW at Balad Air Base, Iraq.  All
photos are Air Force photos, unless otherwise indicated. The
deadline for all editorial submissions is noon the Friday prior to
the date of publication. The public affairs office can be contacted
at 443-6005, or by e-mail at: redtailflyer@blab.centaf.af.mil or
332aew.pa@blab.centaf.af.mil.

http://www.afnews.af.mil/iraq/baladarchive/current.pdf

As a service for Balad Airmen, the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing
operates the Commander's Action Line program. The line is a way for
Balad Air Base members to get answers to questions or express con-
cerns about life on the base. Brig. Gen. Frank Gorenc, 332nd AEW
commander, gives action line queries his personal attention.The Red
Tail Flyer will publish those items that are judged to be of general
interest to the Balad Air Base population. In addition to using the com-
mander’s action line, Balad Airmen are asked to remember their chain
of command when dealing with problems and concerns. The
Commander’s Action Line can be reached via e-mail at
redtailflyer@blab.centaf.af.mil. Those using the action line should
include name, unit and phone number in case additional information is
needed and for a timely response.

Brig. Gen. Frank Gorenc, 332nd Air Exped-
itionary Wing commander, gives a coin to Navy
Petty Officer 2nd Class John Valenzuela,
Customs Battalion Papa, Delta Company, during
the Navy customs building dedication.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Chad Watkins

Raising funds for CFC
Airman 1st Class Roy Aguilar does as many push-ups as he can
while Master Sgt. De Ramus Taylor counts. Both Airmen are
assigned to the 332nd Expeditionary Medical Group. The 332nd
EMDG Airmen raised more than $2,000 for the Combined Federal
Campaign during a push-up competition Dec. 9. 

Photos by Airman 1st Class Chad Watkins

Staff Sgt. Jalkennen Joseph, 332nd
Expeditionary Medical Group, pushed
out 102 push-ups during a Combined
Federal Campaign fund raising event.
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Photo by Senior Airman Bryan Franks

Spreading Christmas cheer
(Front to back) Senior Airman Lowell Wann and Staff Sgt. Matthew
Wisecarver, both from the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing chaplain’s office,
pick up a Christmas tree they will display in the Tuskegee Chapel.

BBalad alad Air BAir Basease
News NoNews Notestes

Wishing deployed Airmen
happy holidays

Family and friends of Airmen
deployed to Balad are invited to
submit a holiday message for publi-
cation in the Dec. 23 Red Tail Flyer.
Greetings are limited to 45 words
and must include to and from lines.
All greetings are subject to copy
edit. Submission should be sent to
r e d t a i l f l y e r @ b l a b . c e n t a f .
af.mil by Monday.

Holiday VTC
The 332nd Expeditionary

Communications Squadron is offer-
ing holiday video teleconference
call links with the following bases:
Peterson — Tuesday; Cannon —
Wednesday; Anderson, Langley
and Moody — Dec. 23; Lackland
and Wright-Patterson — Dec. 26;
Hill and Sheppard — Dec. 28 and
Tinker — Dec. 30. Individuals need
to sign-up a day prior at the 332nd
Expeditionary Communications
Squadron.

USO tour visits Balad
The Hope & Freedom Tour 2005

is scheduled to visit Balad Dec. 23
at Holt Stadium, doors open at 4:45
p.m. Tour artist include Lynelee
Allen, Misty Cleveland, Al
Franken, Karri Turner, Craig
Morgan, Keni Thomas, Mark Wills
and Soul Jahz. 

Diamond Sharp awards
Congratulations to the latest

Diamond Sharp Award winners:
Senior Airman Kennoth Campbell,
332nd Expeditionary Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron; Senior
Airman Chris Dungca, 332nd
Expedi-tionary Logistics Readiness
Squadron; Airman 1st Class
Andrew Klodt, 732nd Expedi-
tionary Civil Engineering Squad-
ron; and Airman 1st Class Jonathan
Martinez-Paez, 332nd Expedi-
tionary Communications Squadron.

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense
officials want to ensure military spouses
know it's important for them to complete
the 30-minute online survey they received
in the mail last month. 

The new Defense Department survey
asks spouses their views as defense plan-
ners shape family programs to meet their
needs and interests. 

Nearly 74,000 military spouses have
been asked to participate in two new sur-
veys, one directed at active-duty families
and one for National Guard and Reserve
families.

The survey group was selected random-
ly to provide a cross section of all military
families, said John Molino, deputy under-
secretary for military and family policy.
The survey runs through late January. 

The survey responses are confidential
and will be instrumental in determining

how Department of Defense directs its
resources to family programs in the future. 

"Participation in this survey will direct-
ly influence policy," he said. 

The last spouse survey in 1999 under-
scored the need for more and better child-
care facilities, particularly on bases, and
interest in enhanced education benefits, he
said. Officials have worked to introduce
improvements in both areas. 

The new survey will focus primarily on
deployment issues and challenges they
present families. 

Making sure families have strong pro-
grams and services boosts readiness,
because rather than wondering if their
families are being taken care of it frees
servicemembers to focus on the mission,
Mr. Molino said. 

"Families are a key," Mr. Molino said.
"The decision to join the military may be
an individual decision, but the decision to
stay in the military is a family decision."

Spouse survey to shape
future family programs
By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service



from the mass, Airmen Sellers and
Goodman bring the letters and packages
to the Balad MAO where they sort it
according to office and squadrons.
Squadron mail representatives then pick
up the mail from the mailroom.

"We've been sorting through more than
7,000 pounds of mail a day since the
beginning of November," Airman Sellers
said. "We will probably get close to 1 mil-
lion pounds of it through this rotation
because of the holiday season." 

The two Airmen work between 12 and

15 hours a day to ensure everyone gets
their mail as soon as possible. 

"If it wasn't for the volunteers that help
us unload the trucks, we would be work-
ing a lot more hours," Airman Sellers said.

Both Airman volunteered to deploy to
Balad as third country national escorts, but
were picked to work the mailroom after
their arrival. Airman Sellers works in the
finance office at Cannon Air Force Base,
N.M., and Airman Goodman is an ammo
troop from Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D. 

The Airmen said they enjoy the job
they do here.

"I like the feeling that I am actually

doing something that makes other people
happy," Airmen Sellers said. "I like seeing
the smile on people's faces when they're
carrying the packages they got in the mail."

The importance of these Airmen's work
is not overlooked by their flight com-
mander.

"They do a great job in the mailroom,"
said Capt. Steven Pena, 332nd
Expeditionary Communications Squadron
Support Flight commander. "They help
keep people connected to their family and
friends back home. That one package
from home can change a bad day or week
into a good one."
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Dec. 24 events
H6 Recreation Tent

Progressive bingo at noon
Texas Hold ‘Em at 2 p.m.
8 Ball Tournament at 2 p.m.
Chess Tournament at 3 p.m.
Ping Pong Tournament at 3 p.m.
Risk Tournament at 4 p.m.
Battleship Tournament at 4 p.m.
Spades Tournament at 5 p.m.
9 Ball Tournament at 5 p.m.
Progressive bingo at 6 p.m.

Christmas Karaoke at 10 p.m.
Worship services

Protestant service at 6 p.m. in Town Hall
Catholic Mass at midnight in Town Hall

Miscellanous
Geocaching party at 5 p.m. visit
www.geocaching.com for information

Dec. 25 events
H6 Recreation Tent

Wacky Christmas games at 8 p.m.
Worship services

Protestant Liturgical Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.

in the Air Force Theater Hospital
Catholic Mass at 9 p.m. at the Tuskegee
Chapel
Protestant Contemporary at 11 a.m. at
Town Hall
Protestant Traditional at 5:30 p.m. at
Tuskegee Chapel
Hanukkah service at 6:30 p.m. at
Provider Chapel
(Editors note: Regular church services
will also be offered for a schedule see
Page 8, Balad AB Religious Schedule.)

HOlidHOlidaay Festivities y Festivities tto enjoo enjoy y aat Bt Baladalad

Mail, from Page 1 

Airmen who work at the Air Force
mail room will sort these packages
so they can be sent to squadrons. 

Staff Sgt. Joshua Carter, 332nd Expeditionary Communications Squadron,
checks a package's address as he sorts through one of the mail trucks.
Sergeant Carter is a volunteer at the mailroom.     

Photos by Senior Airman Bryan Franks



Moving supplies across Iraq can be a
very daunting task, but it is one that more
than 150  Airmen from nine Air Force spe-
cialty codes assigned to Detachment 2632
have come together to do.

These 732nd Expeditionary Logistics
Readiness Squadron “in-lieu-of” forces
are assisting the Army's 181st
Transportation Battalion in running con-

voy missions primarily to forward operat-
ing locations throughout Iraq.  

While not their official Air Force name,
Det. 2632 is a name they inherited from
the 2632nd Transportation Company, a
California Army National Guard unit the
Air Force picked up the mission from. The
Airmen assigned here have varying expe-
rience levels since this job is not pre-
formed at their home stations. 

“About 25 percent of my Airmen have
done this mission before,” said Capt.
Richard Pike, 732nd ELRS Det. 2632
commander, “and there are 15 people who
have only been in service for a year.”

Chief Master Sgt. Shawn Keller, 732nd
ELRS Det. 2632 chief enlisted manager, is

one of the Airmen who has done this
before. He was deployed to Balad in
February 2004 when the Air Force first
began providing the Army convoy sup-
port.

"We have four other people here who
were on the first gun truck missions con-
ducted at Balad and are going to be here
when it closes down," Chief said. “The
Air Force is transferring the mission back
to the Army because we have been tasked
for a new mission.Their new mission is to
perform line-haul convoys based else-
where in Southwest Asia.”

Despite the end of this specific Air
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Airmen filling Army billets 

Chief Master Sgt. Shawn Keller and Senior Airman Levi Parrish assemble a gun on the top of a gun truck. Both Airmen
are assigned to the 732nd Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron, Detachment 2632, which provides security
escorts for convoy missions leaving Balad and maintenance for Air Force convoy vehicles here. 

Det. 2632 troops work 
to maintain gun trucks,
provide convoy security
By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

See Convoy, Page 6



Force mission, the Airmen remain focused
on other aspects of their job like maintain-
ing convoy vehicles and providing securi-
ty during trips for Logistic Prime, KBR
and Army line-haul units.

The Airmen in this unit have embraced
the various missions, learning as much as
they can about different aspects of the
detachment. 

“Our Airmen come from career fields
that range from intelligence to supply,
vehicle maintenance to security forces.
However a bulk are from vehicle opera-
tions,” Chief Keller said. “Everyone came
here trained in their job, however we now

have vehicle operators who are also qual-
ified as gunners and security forces
Airmen qualified as operators. You cannot
tell one AFSC from the other; we are all
one AFSC. Everyone is doing what they
can to help out.”

The Airmen's desire to step outside of
their normal lane of expertise has had a
positive impact on the shop.

“The Airmen have become one combat
team,” Captain Pike said. 

The high demands of this job do not
hinder the Airmen's positive attitudes.

There are not really a lot of challenges
facing the detachment, the battalion gives
us great support, Captain Pike said.
However the pace can wear on the Airmen

because they are always coming and going.
Chief Keller said that despite occasion-

al weariness, the Airmen's motivation
remains high and does not waiver. 

"The Airmen we have out here take a
lot of pride in their mission and it shows,"
the chief said. "They receive a lot of
respect from the Army."

Many of the Airmen also realize their
deployment to Iraq is unique.

“This is something not every Airman
will get the chance to experience,” said
Senior Airman Levi Parrish, 732nd ELRS
vehicle operator. “I have gotten to meet
Iraqis face to face. I have had first hand
experiences outside of the wire which is
something very few Airmen can say.”
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Staff Sgt. Kenny Kindrick, 732nd Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron, Detachment 2632, performs function-
al checks on a M1117,  which is an armored security vehicle. 

Airman Dwayne Solis and Senior Airman Derrick Meadors clean their
weapons Saturday. Both Airmen are assigned to the 732nd Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron, Detachment 2632, which provides security
escorts for convoy missions leaving from Balad. 

Airman 1st Class Jeremy La Viguer,
732nd Expeditionary Logistics
Readiness Squadron, Detachment
2632, inventories tools. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie MoorePhoto by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

Photo by Airman 1st Class Chad Watkins
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Searching for hidden treasures might
seem like child’s play or the stuff that
pirate movies are made of however, to a
group known as geocachers it is an after-
noon outing.    

“The best thing about geocaching is
that is encourages people to go outside
and do something fun,” said Staff Sgt.
Robert Campbell, 332nd Air Exped-
itionary Wing client service administrator.
“Geocaching takes you places you would
not see otherwise.”

Geocachers hide prize caches all over
the world and share the location and glob-
al positioning satellite coordinates of their
caches on the Internet, Sergeant Campbell
said. 

Once a cache's coordinates are posted
online, individuals can use a GPS receiver
which will get them within the vicinity of
the cache, so they can begin their search.

After locating a cache there are certain
customs which should be followed.

“Caches contain a log book and your
first duty is to log in your visit with a user
name,” Sergeant Campbell said. “Once
your entry is logged you can trade out a

treasure if you wish and then you should
re-hide the container.”

There are currently five active geo-
caches on Logistical Support Area
Anaconda and Balad Air Base.  

“The number fluctuates as some
become inactive for various reasons,”
Sergeant Campbell said. 

“The hard part about placing a geo-
cache here is safety,” Sergeant Campbell
said. “A standard geocache in the states is
camouflaged and hidden, so you usually
have to look harder to find it.” 

In the U.S. the standard geocache is
placed in an empty .50 or .30 caliber
ammo container because they are water-
tight, and will last a long time. However,
due to the dangers of unexploded ord-
nance and improvised explosive devices,
geocaches here must be placed in clear
plastic containers.

When a geocacher finds the container,
they will find prizes inside ranging in
value from 50 cents to $5. 

“Prizes found in geocaches range from
a deck of playing cards to hacky sacks,”
Sergeant Campbell said. “There are also
special prizes called Travel Bugs and
Geocoins, that are meant to move from

cache to cache. The Geocoins are just like
military challenge coins. The TBs are usu-
ally attached to a toy.  Both have tracking
numbers attached to them so the originator
can keep track of where they are and
where they have been.” 

Individuals who wish to begin geo-
caching can buy a GPS receiver at the
West Post Exchange and should log onto
www.geocaching.com.

“I began geocaching after I arrived at
Balad,” Tech. Sgt. Fred Gamblin, 332nd
AEW safety office. “My first time out, I
just went because the location caught my
attention. The next time, I went along with
Sergeant Campbell as he was looking for
a brand new cache. I have been hooked
ever since.”

“This is a great activity that I want to
share with my family when I go back to
Germany,” he said. “Geocaching will take
us to so many places there that we would
never see otherwise.”

A geocaching Christmas party is sched-
uled to be held Dec. 24 at 5 p.m on Balad
for geocachers and for those who are
interested in learning more about geocash-
ing. For the location, visit the geocaching
Web site above.

By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs

Searching for hidden treasures
This old Iraqi plane is just one of five locations that geocaches are hid-
den at across at Balad Air Base and Logistical Support Area Anaconda.  

Toy cars, trolls, cards and more can be
found inside geocaches hidden around
the world for treasure seekers to find. At
Balad Air Base geocaches are hidden in
clear plastic containers.
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Fred Gamblin
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Knowing how to identify unexploded
ordnance in the aftermath of an attack is
just as important for survival in a combat
zone as is avoiding the incoming explo-
sives during an alarm red.

"All sorts of different things get thrown
in here," said Senior Master Sgt. Mo
Mustafa, 332nd Expeditionary Civil
Engineer Squadron Explosive Ordnance
Flight superintendent.  "(Members) need
to be familiar with various UXOs, but
mortars and rockets are the main threat."

Sergeant Mustafa said the key is to use
common sense and search personal areas.

"Be familiar with your surroundings,"
he said. "You know what belongs there
and what doesn't; you'll know what's out
of place."  

Airmen should be aware that UXOs can
be missed during searches in the darkness
due to limited visibility. 

"It's very important to do a cursory
UXO search the morning after an attack,"
he said. "There have been plenty of
instances where items have been found the
day after, because they are either partially
buried or just in a hard to see location."

It's important to be vigilant at all times.
"This is a big base and people think it

can't happen to them, but it can be simply
a matter of being in the wrong place at the
wrong time," he said. "We need to be
aware that we're in a war zone and there
are people out there who want nothing
more than a tragic news story about a
Balad Air Base member getting killed." 

Airmen are encouraged to review their
Air Force Manual 10-100  for guidance on
how to identify UXOs and the proper pro-
cedures for reporting them.

Finding UXOs
If a UXO or suspect object is discov-

ered, follow the 4Rs — Recognize,
Record, Retreat and Report.
Recognize

Identify the UXO as a hazard
Remember features; size, shape, color

and condition (intact or leaking)
Record

Mark it from where you are
Do not move closer
Ensure markings are visible in all dir-

ections and at night
Do not attempt to remove anything that

is on or near a UXO
Retreat

Evacuate all personnel and equipment
from the area

Retreat the same way you entered or
via a clear, well-traveled path

If evacuation is impossible, isolate or
barricade the area to restrict area access
Report

If reporting by radio, transmit from a
minimum safe distance of 25 feet for
handheld or 100 feet for vehicle radios to
avoid detonating the UXOs

Provide all pertinent details like size,
shape, color, condition, landmarks, grid
and coordinates

Clearing any UXO without proper
training, tools and information could be
lethal. Do not attempt to move or disturb
these items.

Protective Measures 
Evacuation 

Retire to a safe distance and enforce
evacuation measures if possible

Evacuate and use available cover to an
initial distance of 300 feet for munitions
smaller than five inches in diameter and
500 feet for munitions five to 10 inches in
diameter. Use 1,000 feet for 10 to 20 inch-
es in diameter and 1,500 feet for muni-
tions greater than 20 inches

Do not remain in the immediate danger
area any longer than necessary
Isolate

If evacuation of people or equipment
isn't possible or it's impossible to leave a
particular area, isolate people, equipment
and operations from the UXO by estab-
lishing a safe area and limiting exposure.  
Barricade

This will limit blast and fragmentation
from an explosion

Suppressive barricades are constructed
around a UXO to suppress an explosion,
shock wave and fragments

Protective barricades are constructed
around exposed resources to shelter from
overpressure and fragments

Use natural protective barriers whenev-
er possible. If natural barricades are inad-
equate, construct artificial barriers

While building barricades, do not dis-
turb the UXO and wear all appropriate
protective equipment (to include kevlar
helmets and personal body armor)

UXO reporting checklist Items
Call your UCC or SRC to report the

UXO, date and time found.
Report the location and cordon size of

the UXO using a building number, grid
coordinate, distance from landmark or
building, etc. Ensure to explain how the
UXO is marked and the distance between
the UXO and the marker.

Report the "Class" or shape (i.e., 
Bravo 1 UXO). This information is locat-
ed in AFMAN 10-100. 

Report any identifying features such as
color, size, length and markings.

Report the condition of the UXO. Is it
leaking, intact or broken?

Report other significant information.

Reporting UXOs
What every Airman should know
By Tech. Sgt. Pamela Anderson
332nd AEW Pubic Affairs

Some of the more commonly found
unexploded ordnance at Balad. 

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Pamela Anderson
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Headphones may be worn in official
physical training gear inside the
housing areas. Headphones are pro-
hibited unless required to perform
military duties when outside the hous-
ing area confines. However, they can
be used as a computer accessory. For
additional guidelines on headphone
wear see 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing Instruction 36-2903 [Dress and
Personal Appearance Standards].

Balad Balad AB Religious ScheduleAB Religious Schedule
Protestant - Traditional
Sundays
9:30 a.m. Provider Chapel, 10 a.m. Freedom
Chapel, 5:30 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Protestant - Gospel
Sundays
11 a.m. - Sustainer Indoor Theater, 11:30 Freedom
Chapel, 7 p.m. - Provider Chapel
Protestant- Praise and Worship
Sundays
9:30 a.m. Sustainer Indoor Theater, 6:30 p.m. Moral
and Warfare Recreation Tent 29th SPT BN
Sundays and Wednesdays
7 p.m. Freedom Chapel
Protestant - Contemporary
Sundays
10 a.m. 299th FSB Tent Chapel, 11 a.m. Town Hall 
Latter Day Saints
Sundays
1p.m. Provider Chapel, 7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Liturgical- Protestant
Sundays

7:30 a.m. Hospital, 8 a.m. Provider Chapel
Samoan Congregational Service
Sundays
4 p.m. Provider Chapel
Roman Catholic Mass
Mondays through Fridays
7 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Saturdays
5 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel (4:45 p.m. Reconciliation)
Sundays
8:30 a.m. Freedom Chapel, 9 a.m. Tuskegee
Chapel, 11 a.m. Provider Chapel, 3:30 p.m. “626”
Chapel (for Special Ops personnel only)
Church of Christ
Sunday
2 p.m. Tuskegee Chapel
Islamic Prayer
Fridays
1:30 p.m. Provider Chapel
Jewish Prayer
Fridays
6:30 p.m. Provider Chapel Annex

I have made an observation over my
last few months at Balad; for being at
war we are "spoiled rotten." 

Sure, I'd rather be at home spending
the holidays with my family and I'd rather
not be the target of random mortar and
rocket attacks. I always am discouraged
when one of our fellow war fighters is
killed or wounded in the line of duty, but I
understand my job here is important and
someone's got to do it. Why not me, and
why not make the best of it?

I stopped trying to complain about
conditions here. I used to write home to
milk the "woe is me" factor. I wanted to
have everyone feel sorry for me, but I
couldn't help feeling a little guilty. I'll
certainly owe my wife when I get back.
She's had her hands full since I left and
has cared for everything I treasure while I
focus on the job here. That's quite a
responsibility and her acceptance of that
challenge is heroic to me. I am spoiled to
have such a wonderful wife.

My routine is now fairly standard, and
as the "Groundhog Day" effect kicks in,
I've noticed things I'm sure are taken for
granted. I wish I could thank whoever
filled and placed all the thousands of
sandbags and barriers around the trailers
for added protection while we sleep. The

hike to the shower is a little longer than
I'd like, but those new sidewalks are nice.
The number of alarm clock snoozes I
need to wake up determines whether or
not I get a hot shower, but I still haven't
had to wait in line to clean up. These are
all simple things to be thankful for.

On the way to work, I stop by one of
the DFACs and the food is terrific. Each
DFAC has more choices than a $12
Vegas buffet — some healthy, some not.
By focusing on the healthier options I
was able to drop a few pounds … some-
thing I've noticed a large percentage of us
have been able to do. During my down
time there are more theaters, gyms and
post exchanges than I know what to do
with, and there is even an indoor pool.
The computer morale drive has  many
movies to watch. I have access to the
Internet and e-mail. No matter where I
look there's a good supply of used books
and magazines to read during my off
time. Every now and then I get to take
advantage of a morale call to talk with
family. These are all benefits that many
others serving in Iraq don't have.

Thanks to the many anonymous care
packages from churches and organizations
back in the U.S., I haven't had to buy soap,
shampoo or toothpaste since I got here. In
fact, the only thing I've had to pay for is
my physical training gear and haircuts. 

I'm thrilled I don't have to fight my
way through aggravating city traffic to
and from work, an extra hour saved each
day. I've also lost interest in shopping,
fast food and TV, hopefully habits I can
keep with me. I'm excited to get back to
the real world of fresh air, chores, free
time and hobbies, but until then I hope to
make the best of this experience. I will
remember how much better we have it at
Balad than others in Southwest Asia —
how "spoiled" we are.

My list could go on, and I'm sure
every one of us has our own list of differ-
ent things we appreciate here. One look
at the Balad Top 10 shows the humorous
look at "complaints" people have. We're
all in this assignment together, a team of
strangers united to support a sincere
effort to make the planet a better place
for humanity. 

Whatever your outlook, spin, or atti-
tude is mostly depends on your character
and how you interpret the situation. Some
people can make some serious gourmet
lemonade with the lemons life hands
them; others complain if the $20 bill you
give them has wrinkles. 

Take advantage of your opportunities
here, stay focused on your mission, rely
on your training and leave here a better
person than when you arrived. Keep up
the great work! 

By Maj. Sam Morgan
46th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron

Making the best of your situation
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Schedule is subject to change

Today 
3 p.m.- An Unfinished Life
6 p.m. - Two For The
Money
9 p.m. - Aeon Flux
(Premiere showing)
Midnight - Aeon Flux
Saturday, Dec. 17
3 p.m. - Serenity
6 p.m. - Aeon Flux
9 p.m. - Into the Blue
Sunday, Dec. 18
3 p.m. - Aeon Flux
6 p.m. - Into the Blue
9 p.m. - Two For The
Money
Monday, Dec. 19

3 p.m. - The Greatest
Game Ever Played
6 p.m. - Aeon Flux
9 p.m. - Lord of War
Tuesday, Dec. 20
3 p.m. - Into the Blue
6 p.m. - Lord of War
9 p.m. - Aeon Flux
Wednesday, Dec. 21
3 p.m. - Lord of War
6 p.m. - Aeon Flux
9 p.m. - Into the Blue
Thursday, Dec. 22
3 p.m. - Aeon Flux
6 p.m. - Into the Blue
9 p.m. - Two For The
Money

Know what this is?

If you can identify the object, send us an e-mail at 
redtailflyer@blab.centaf.af.mil. Last week’s photo was
first identified by Master Sgt. Gilberto Perez, 
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, as a computer speaker.

Silent Heroes
Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

Tech. Sgt. Davis Munoz, 332nd Expeditionary
Communications Squadron, is this week’s
“Silent Hero.” He was chosen because he has
quietly led the Redtail 5/6 as their president to do
some amazing things, said Command Chief
Master Sgt. Layton Clark, 332nd Air
Expeditionary Wing command chief.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore


